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THE DAY A PERSON
GIVES UP ON THE
GENEVA CONVENTIONS
IS THE DAY A PERSON
GIVES UP ON THE
HUMAN RACE.
Sarah Vowell, Historian and Social Commentator.

As Director of Australian Red Cross Western Australia, I’m
delighted to welcome you all to this important event celebrating
70 years of the Geneva Conventions and the contribution they
have made to ease the suffering and pain caused by conflict, on
a global scale and at a human level, since they were first written.
At times it can be difficult to comprehend the horrors we seem
capable of inflicting on one another in the name of war, but then
I remember that we can also show compassion, understanding
and tremendous empathy for the plight of our fellow men and
women. This event gives us all the chance to hear from some very
special people who all have first-hand experience of the continued
value of the Geneva Conventions in today’s divided world. Their
experiences, insights and courage are an inspiration to us all, and
confirm that the Geneva Conventions remain as vital and relevant
today as they ever have been.

Linda Crumlin
Linda Crumlin, State Director Community Services
Western Australia.

Linda Crumlin is the State Director of the Australian Red Cross in WA. She commenced her career as
a nurse in the United Kingdom, before moving into the corporate world. She moved to WA in 2007.
A strategic thinker, Linda is a leader and operational manager with over twenty years’ experience
at senior level within not-for-profit, charity, health and corporate sectors. Linda brings a unique
combination of skills including leadership of large teams and professional staff; strategic and
business planning: extensive stakeholder engagement; financial management; crisis management;
governance and marketing.
Linda has complemented her business and leadership skills learned in the fields with formal
executive and leadership education, and has undertaken board service.
With a strong social conscience, Linda is an active member of the WA community, engaging in
various volunteer activities. Underpinned by her humanitarian values, Linda has utilized her
business background to lead the Red Cross team in WA in supporting vulnerable people and
communities with services and programs across a wide sector—including homelessness, mental
health, emergency services, disability, family support, aged care, refugee and asylum seekers.

THE GENEVA

CONVENTIONS

The Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols exist to
regulate the conduct of armed conflict and limit its effects on
people and populations. There are four primary Conventions
and they were written to protect the rights of those not taking
part in conflict such as civilians, medical personnel and aid
workers, and those who are no longer doing so including the
wounded, sick and shipwrecked troops, and prisoners of war.
The development of the Geneva Conventions is closely
associated with the Red Cross. In 1864, our founder Henri
Dunant initiated the first internationally recognised treaty that
sought to outline acceptable rules of behaviour and the ethical
treatment of the wounded in wartime.
His original document was updated to allow for the rapidly
changing face of warfare in 1906, 1929 and, in the form we
know it today, in 1949. Written 70 years ago, the relevance of
these rules in the modern world has been called into question
many times in recent years and violations of the Conventions
continue to make the news on a regular basis.
But even though many changes have taken place and many
challenges exist, the basic rights and protections outlined in
these humanitarian provisions continue to provide relief to
those affected by armed conflict.

OPENING REMARKS
THE HONOURABLE KIM BEAZLEY AC, GOVERNOR OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
The Honourable Kim Beazley AC is the 33rd Governor of Western Australia.
Prior to being installed as Governor on the 1st May 2018, Mr Beazley had
dedicated almost three decades to a career in Federal Parliament, representing
the WA seats of Brand and Swan. In 2009, Mr Beazley was awarded the
Companion of the Order of Australia for service to the Parliament of Australia
through contributions to the development of government policies in relation to
defence and international relations, and as an advocate for Indigenous people.
Mr Beazley was a Minister in the Hawke and Keating Labor Governments
(1983-1996) holding, at various times, the portfolios of Defence, Finance,
Transport and Communications, Employment Education and Training, Aviation,
and Special Minister of State. From 1995 to 1996, Mr Beazley was Deputy Prime
Minister and Leader of the Australian Labor Party and Leader of the Opposition
from 1996 to 2001, and 2005 to 2006. Mr Beazley served on parliamentary
committees, including the Joint Intelligence Committee and the Joint Foreign
Affairs, Defence and Trade Committee.
Mr Beazley took up an appointment as Ambassador to the United States of
America in February 2010. He served as Ambassador until January 2016.
Upon returning to Australia from Washington in 2016, Mr Beazley was appointed
as President of the Australian Institute for International Affairs (2016-17),
Co-Chairman of the Australian American Leadership Dialogue (2016-18),
Distinguished Fellow at the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, and a Director
and Distinguished Fellow at the Perth USAsia Centre. Mr Beazley has been patron
of Australian Red Cross in Western Australia since 2018.

EVENT FACILITATOR
EMILY CAMINS
Emily Camins is Chair of the International Humanitarian Law Committee in
Western Australia. She is a longstanding member of Australian Red Cross, having
joined the organisation in 1999 as a member of the IHL Unit in WA.
Emily is currently a PhD candidate at the University of Western Australia Law
School, and holds an Australian Postgraduate Award. Emily’s research explores
how international law should respond to the suffering of victims of armed conflict,
including the potential right of individuals to obtain reparations for violations of IHL.
Emily has previously taught IHL as a lecturer and unit coordinator at UWA.
Prior to commencing academic work, Emily worked as a solicitor at the State
Solicitor’s Office (WA), and as the IHL Officer at ARC (WA). She holds a BA/
LLB (Hons) from UWA and a Graduate Diploma in International Law from the
University of Melbourne. Emily is the author of several articles and book chapters
on IHL. In 2018 Emily was awarded the ARC Distinguished Service Award.

PANEL MODERATOR
DR LARA PRATT
Dr Lara Pratt is a Senior Lecturer and Assistant Dean at the University of Notre
Dame Australia. She teaches and researches in Public International Law,
International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights.
Lara has championed the University of Notre Dame’s various international and
humanitarian law initiatives including the introduction of “Law and War” as an
elective and the International Humanitarian Law Moot (run with the support
of the Australian Red Cross). In addition, Lara has an international immersion
program where Law Students visit Phnom Penh, Cambodia to engage with the
Non-Governmental Organisations and Civil Society Organisations in that country.
Lara is also a member of the Red Cross’ IHL Committee in WA and regularly
presents at their Humanitarian Law Seminars in Perth.
Prior to coming to University of Notre Dame, Lara completed a PhD at Macquarie
University where her research focused on comparative Bills of Rights. While at
Macquarie University Lara taught in both in Law and Politics/International Relations.

PRESENTATIONS
Panel 1:
Health care in Danger: The issue of increasing attacks against medical personnel and facilities in
situations of armed conflict
This panel will feature presentations from:
•

Dr Tarun Weeramanthri, independent public health consultant and former Chief Health Officer
for Western Australia: Increasing attacks on healthcare workers and facilities in conflict zones.

•

Anne Carey, nurse and humanitarian: Ensuring the safety of health care workers and patients:
A frontline perspective.

•

Leonard Blazeby, Head of the International Committee for the Red Cross (ICRC) Mission in Australia.
Brief overview of IHL protections. The work that the ICRC has done in relation to this issue and
ensuring compliance with IHL.

Panel 2:
IHL in Practice: working to ensure respect for the laws of war in an operational context
This panel will feature presentations from:
•

Major James Thomson, Department for Defence: Department for Defence: Implementation of IHL
by the military in the modern battlespace.

•

Dr Melanie O’Brien, University of Western Australia: International Criminal Law and IHL:
An examination of the accountability of child soldier perpetrators.

•

Leonard Blazeby: Regulating behaviour of combatants in armed conflict: What can we learn from the
Roots of Restraint study? Examples of IHL compliance (success stories) from around the world and
thoughts on how we move forward with the Geneva Conventions and IHL for a further 70 years.

PANEL 1:
HEALTH CARE IN DANGER: THE ISSUE OF INCREASING ATTACKS
AGAINST MEDICAL PERSONNEL AND FACILITIES IN SITUATIONS
OF ARMED CONFLICT
DR TARUN WEERAMANTHRI
Tarun Weeramanthri is an independent consultant in public health, and an adjunct
professor in the School of Population and Global Health at the University of
Western Australia.
He is a specialist in both medicine and public health, and was Chief Health Officer
in Western Australia (WA) from 2008 to 2018, and in the Northern Territory (NT)
from 2004 to 2007.
He has worked in disaster preparedness and response since 1999, and was
an active member of the peak strategic Australian disaster committee from
2004-2018. He has worked in a short-term coordination role for the World Health
Organization on two occasions, in Sierra Leone in 2015 and Iraq in 2017.
In 2014, he was awarded the Sidney Sax Medal by the Public Health Association
of Australia for his contribution to public health in Australia. He is currently
conducting an Inquiry into the Impacts of Climate Change on Health on behalf
of the WA Government.

ANNE CAREY
Anne Maria Carey was born in Dublin and moved with her large family to Australia
in 1969. Anne studied nursing and midwifery before going to Papua New Guinea
where she ran a remote hospital in a poor rural district.
Anne has worked in health care in remote areas of Australia and on Red Cross
Missions in war zones overseas whilst completing her Master’s in Public Health
and Tropical Medicine. Anne has worked on the border of Kenya and South Sudan
in Lokichogio attending to those who have experienced war injuries
She was also a member of the Red Cross team that stayed in Gereida, Sudan.
At that time Gereida was the world’s largest refugee camp and had come under
armed attack. All other humanitarian agencies including the United Nations
abandoned the camp. Subsequent focus of world attention on the plight of the
refugees and the Red Cross workers prevented further attacks on the camp.
More recently Anne Carey became involved in the running of the Red Cross Ebola
treatment centres in Sierra Leone. She was there at the height of the epidemic
through to the recovery phase. Anne received the Pride of Australia Care and
Compassion Award 2015, was the 2016 WA Australian of the Year and received the
Florence Nightingale Medal in 2017.
The guiding principal by which Anne tries to live is to have the courage to be kind.

LEONARD BLAZEBY
Leonard Blazeby is the Head of Mission for the ICRC in Australia. He leads a team
who work closely with government, military, diplomatic and academic circles to
promote the ICRC and its activities. His work fosters a greater understanding of the
ICRC’s global operations and encourages dialogue on international humanitarian
issues and law.
Since joining the ICRC in 2000, Leonard has held a variety of positions across
Africa, Europe and the Pacific. He worked for eight years in Africa, serving as
Deputy Head of Delegation in Southern Africa, legal adviser in Zimbabwe and
communications coordinator in the Horn of Africa. He then served in the ICRC’s
Geneva headquarters for more than four years. He has been the Australian Head
of Mission since 2012. Prior to joining the ICRC, Leonard worked as a barrister and
solicitor in South Australia and Victoria and volunteered with the Australian Red
Cross for more than a decade.

PANEL 2:
IHL IN PRACTICE: WORKING TO ENSURE RESPECT FOR THE LAWS
OF WAR IN AN OPERATIONAL CONTEXT
MAJOR JAMES THOMPSON
James Thomson is employed as a legal adviser within the Australian Defence
Force. His experience includes postings to Headquarters 1st Brigade, Joint Logistics
Command and Headquarters Joint Operations Command. He has deployed on
Australian Defence Force operations and exercises including Operation ACCORDION
and Operation HIGHROAD, where he provided legal input to operational planning
and personnel management. He has been actively involved in the instruction of
Australian Defence Force personnel in IHL/LOAC and Rules of Engagement.
James has a LLB and BSc from Murdoch University and a Masters of Military Law
from the Australian National University.

DR MELANIE O’BRIEN
Dr Melanie O’Brien is Senior Lecturer in International Law at the University of
Western Australia, teaching IHL, Public International Law, and Research units.
Her research examines the connection between human rights and the genocide
process, and sexual exploitation by peacekeepers. She has conducted fieldwork
and research in Argentina, Armenia, Austria, Cambodia, China, Israel, Germany,
the Netherlands, South Africa, Turkey, the UK and the USA.
Melanie is 2nd Vice-President of the International Association of Genocide
Scholars (IAGS) and co-convened the 2017 IAGS conference at University
of Queensland.
Melanie is an admitted legal practitioner who has previously worked at several
Australian universities; the National Human Rights Institution of Samoa; and the
Legal Advisory Section of the Office of the Prosecutor at the International Criminal
Court. She is the author of Criminalising Peacekeepers: Modernising National
Approaches to Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (2017, Palgrave).

LEONARD BLAZEBY
Regulating behaviour of combatants in armed conflict: What can we learn from
the Roots of Restraint study? Examples of IHL compliance (success stories) from
around the world and thoughts on how we move forward with the Geneva
Conventions and IHL for a further 70 years.

We thank you for your
attendance today and
continued support.
Please look out for other events relating to International
Humanitarian Law brought to you by Australian Red Cross.
Special thanks to the City of Perth Library and Clifford Chance for
their generous support of this event.
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