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Foremost m o n g these was George M e , who in 1947 submitted a thesis of
some 80,000 words on 'The Development of Purimism' for the degree of Master
of Arts. Soon acquiring semi-legendary status m o n g first-year history students
at Melbourne, Yule's thesis was among the earliest sustained pieces of historical
research and writing on an early modern topic ever completed from an Australian
base, and almost certainly the first to have been awarded a higher degree by an
Australian university. Although vvnitten following a year's research at Oxford on
a Rockefeller studentship, his 1958 monograph, The Independents in the English
Civil War (whose dust-jacket and spine proudly bear the Melbome University
Press imprint) was also a trail-blazing feat for an Australian early modernist,
perhaps preceded only by G. V. Portus's Can'tas AngEicana (Oxford, Oxford
University Press, 1912). For this was still the era of the genaemdady-scholar/
teacher, who regasded 'publish or perish' as a barbarous Arnerican irrelevance,
not a career imperative. From our cumnt emballled, perfomance-monitored
academic vantage point, that attitude may well seem to have more going for it
than once appeared. But George's publications certainly had nothing to do with
self-promoting academic cmerism.
Since the 1950s our scholarly environment has been transformed by
photocopying, jet flights, computers and the Internet. Graduate shdies in nonAustralasian historical topics are no longer a rarity in Australian and New
Zealand universities. But we should not forget those who led the way in a less
technologically sophisticated age. m i l e George may never have gathered a
postgraduate entourage aound him, his enquiring mind and generosity of spifit
touched a great many, students and colleagues alike. h o n g four brief tributes to
George's life and work published in a previous issue of Parergon (ns 18:3, July
2001, pp. xi-xviii), my own exgressed regret that his 'pioneering achievements have
yet to receive the fomal rwognition of a memorial volume from former colleagues
and students'. Happily, these words did not fall on deaf ears or stony ground. At
the February 2003 Melbourne conference of the Australian and New Zealand
Association for Medieval and Early Modern Studies, three sessions were devoted
to 'Religion, Government and Society in Early Modem England: In Memorim
George Yule'. It is especially fitting that most of the papers printed below had
their first airing in that forum, given George's prime role in establishing what has
become a traditional pattern of biennial academic gatherings by Antipodean early
modernists. Besides the authors of papers, we are indebted to two of George's
most distinguished former students, Dr Lotte Mulligan and Professor Patricia
Crawford, for their eloquent accounts of his continuing infiuence, both as teacher
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George "dule and the Cs& Of History
I first met George Yule in 1950 when he lectured us in the Honours class on
the political and religious thought of the 'English Revolution'. And it was the
intellectual content of his lectures rather than the flair or style of delivery which
took me by storm. In fact it was only after several classes that I realized what that
youthful, yet shambling figure in his tweeds with frayed cuffs and baggy trousers
was doing for us, up there, in front of the lectern. He wandered about thinking
aloud, ruminating about the structures of thought which informed Presbyterians,
Independents, radicals and sectarians, and about the intellectual origins of these
mo&s of thought. M a t he said transfomed my ideas, not just about the content
of history but also how it should be studied.
In paniicular, our class was infected by his enthusiasm for the modes of thought
behind the famous Putney debates. At that encounter, between the rank-and-file
and the officers of the New Model Army at Putney church in 1647, the differing
war aims of its participants and their incompatible ideals for the future settlement
f the kingdom were elegantly yet passionately expressed. While the text of these
ebates was in print it was far too expensive for us to buy. So our knowledge of
came largely from George's lectures or from the one battered copy which the
d and which we had to fight over for an occasional hour's read. I still
notes from those lectures. This was, I believe, our first real experience of
R. N. Tawney to Kalhleen Fitzpatrick, 6 October 1947: University of Melbourne
Archives, Fitzpatrick Papers, Box 2.

